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UNEMPLOYMENT AND SICKNESS BENEFITS, OCTOBER, 1950. 
, 1.__GENERAL. 





This bulletin, issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland 
Wilson) covers the operations of Part VII of the Social Services Consolidation 
. Act, 1947-50, for the month of October, 1950, This information has been compiled 
‘ from data made aye eee by the. Department of Social Services, . 


The anise of recipients of benefit does not Sore ius total 
unemployment and sickness in the community. - There is a “waiting period" of 
seven days in respect.of which unemployment or sickness benefit is not payable. 
The application of a "means test" excludes another. group from benefit, 


Special Benefit is paid in cases of hardship where the claimant is not 
qualified for either of the other benefits. The number of new Australians 


receiving s special benefit has now been excluded from the tables in this bulletins 
the amount of the amount of such _benefits paid, however, is included in Table I, 


The number of "persons on benefit" peiates to principal beneficiaries 
who would normally be breadwinners. Dependants of such beneficiaries are 
excluded, 


Admittances and exits in Sections 3, 5 (paras. ii, iii, and iv) and 6 
ever to those notified during the period shown and not to those which actually 
occurred during the period. 


Due to delay in the receipt of information in respect of some benefic- 
ijaries the figures are subject to revision. This applies particularly to exits, 
and results in persons on benefit at the end of the later months being overstated. 


2. ALL BENEFITS — SUMMARY. 


(i) Benefits Paid : Benefits paid in respect of each class of benefit 
in each State in October, 1950 and the four months ended October, 1950, are shown 
in the following table, 


AMOUNT OF BENEFITS PAID DURING OCTOBER, 1950 AND THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED 


a5 
OCTOBER , Ge - STATES. 
> & 








October, 1950. Four Months ended October, 1950 
State Unem— Ri cine Special Total Unem— Aelia eis: Total 
ployment (a) ployment 

N.S.W. (db) 130,584 
Victoria 414.5558 
Queensland 42,655 

S. Aust. (c) 27 5689 

W. Aust. 51,456 
Tasmania : 12,829 

; TOTAL + | 64,989 20,524 {88,434 | 17,988 | 264,513 97 5270 | 3195771 


(a) Includes amounts paid to new Australians. © (b) Includes Australian Capital 
Territory. (c) Includes Northern Territory. 


(ii) Claims Admitted and Benefits Discontinued ; The following table 
shows, for each State, the number of persons admitted to each class of benefit 
and the number whose benefits were discontinued during the four months ended 
October, 1950. 


Ii. CLAIMS ADMITTED AND BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING THE FOUR MONTHS 


ENDED OCTOBER, 1950 — STATES. 


Claims Admitted — 
Four Months ended October 





Benefits Discontinued — 
Four Months ended October 
Unem-— 
ployment 







State 





Sickness |Special 













N.S.W. (a) 
Victoria 
Queensland 
S. Aust, (b) 
W. Aust. 
Tasmania 
TOTAL ¢ 22,497 | T1417 
Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
















b) Includes Northern Territory. 





Ce 


Cia) Claims Admitted, Discontinuances and Persons on Benefit : The 
following table shows, for the years 1946-47 to 1949-50 and for the months 


October, 1949 to October, 1950 the number of claims admitted and discontinued 
and persons remaining on penefit:— 


III. CLAIMS ADMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT — AUSTRALIA. 


| treaphayeont | Siomness [Special | Total 
Hisice | Fonalos | Matos [Fenales Males [Females| Wales [Females [Persons 


CLAIMS ADMITTED 


Year 1946-47 | 73,379 5 5199 145 ,024 
1947-48 | 27,275 1,387 |53 5947 









16 4536 1136 ,210 
17 4576 | 100 9325 


119,674 





1948-49 | 11,459 667 |53 5662 66 ,752| 16,654} 83,406 
4949-50 130,248 | 30,853 |49 ,006 182,783 | 46,820 |229 ,603 
1949 Oct. 525 105 | 5,189 5,912] 1,916} 7,828 
Nov. 420 64) 3,832 A 53731 19360] - 59133 
Dec. 611 715| 3,328 4,053| 1,096| 5,149 
1950 Jan. 1 556 67| 45369 6,114] 1,428) 7,542 
Feb. 1,006 67 | 3,808 4,956| 1,302] 6,258 
March 877 81} 3,850 4,867| 15365| 6,232 
April 176 103 | 4,361 5,282| 1,468} 6,750 
May 467 93 | 3,609 45210] 1,226) 5436 
June 407 96 | 3,078 3,615] 1,023} 4,638 
July 1,457 260 | 6,392 8,145| 2,388] 10,533 
Aug. (a) 661 87| 3,927 WTI Aste) O409T 
Sept. (a) 468 100 | 4,499 5,162| 1,488}; 6,650 
Oct. (a) 272 AT |.23533 2 4895 791| 3,686 





























Year 1946-47 
1947-48 | 31,538 
1948-49 | 12,143 
4949-50 [130,284 


43 ,388| 10,075 |1,136 
534785 | 15,244 |1,503 
51,933| 14,871 11,531 
48,419| 14,482 |3 422 
4,885| 15,473| 192 
Feed AgeeOy las 
3 287 990| 127 
4,410| 1,335| 149 
3,708| 1,050} 138 
4,060| 1,284] 153 
44381| 1,294] 153 


15 5554 | 134 ,052 
47 5235|104 ,061 
16,155) 81,762 
46 ,237|228 ,362 
1,685 TsO 9t 
1,346| 5,682 
1,118) 4,884 
45530| 7,310 
116%\ 540ee 
1,429| 6,441 
1,465 6 5991 


May 1,076 3 APG 440354) tet 4,189| 5,817 
June 494 SANT 966| 129 4,087| 4,827 
56519] 15735] 231 2,064| 9,282 


£,3121 5.4070 
1,440] 6,518 
oe 20 meee dee ala 


35603) te1Oo 252 
1,256! 189 
739) 444 


(a) Subject to revision. 
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3. RBENFFITS DISCONTINUED. 3 





scaricare annseat - Un an ap iaieioaseseasttioen 


(i) Duration-< The number of: weeks during which benefit was paid for 
each of the cases of benefit whose discontinuance was notified during October, 
1950, and the four months ended October, 1950, is shovm in the following table:- 


IV. DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING OCTOBER, 1950 AND THE FOUR 
MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 1950 - AUSTRALIA. 


; PiGer SOV ss 
Duration of October, 1950 Four Months ended October, 1950 


Benefits Woeie Sickness|Special| Total Unem- Sickness| Special] Total 
iployment ployment 




































r Weeks 
. “Tess than 1. 223 | 279 The. S05 915 2,213 
1 and under 2. 102 | 678 23 803 895 ee fe 
ape ial mae 64. 616 24 101 £76 3,194 
i ey Se 36 591 21 648 254 2,748 
tone _ | Sl 423 23 483 204 2,083 
i Me ate £0 48 1137 | AGP Rae ee 405 DASA 
Oi velo. 29 508 26 563; 143 25529 
io ay at 29 604 | A4 | 674 206 23713 
27 end over 42 244 15 271 | 68 1,218 
TOTAL 580 224 | 5,884] 3,626 Soe a 25 581 


The following Sable shows. for discontinuances notified during October, 
1950 and the four months ended October, 1950 the percentage distribution 
according to specified durations of benefit:- 


V. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING OCTOBER 19 O AND THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED 
OCTOBER, 1950 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO DURATION : AUSTRALIA. 




















ar ee ee 1950 Faas ae ended October, 1950 
cpt cea Aiptoynen Sickness |Special! Total Special i Total 
Weeks 

“27 and over 2207 4.80 1610 Aeon Ages Bee NenO.OGt A276 
430" 1" 1507 16.69 | 25.00 | 16.06] 7.56 | 16.23 | 25.91 | 15,37 
" it 1207 20510 3 0c0n i 25063) “WA 50 Aug Dae ay Wee sia oe 25.25 
Say it 2034. ) *49,07 | Seo AGeot | ceeeor AGA NG. |b 59452 45-47 
Bors " 264h2° | OS T2AOy 167.686 I) 54878 28.30 57-31 |. 68.37 53.61 
Ss ji 32.93 | 69:04 | 77523 | 65.79) 35.30 | 68.76 | 77.32 64.35 
en Bs 43.97 STG, | SbcOA i Teo 26n43 81.32 | 86.16 76.84 
: ee Do 6155 4.51 Rotel 4.28 | 96.05 91235 
e 38.45 issue ek 26.89 Fronhe: 3.95 8.65 











(ii) Reasons for Cessation : The réasons for terminating benefits whose 
discontinuance was notified during October, 1950, and the four: months: ended 
Ostober, 1950 are shovm below:- 


VI. REASONS FOR CESSATION ~ BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING OCTOBER, 1950 





AND THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 1950 : AUSTRALIA. 
ee SESH CONES C7 ema HON SOE “CROCUS Na rE mc WEREY ret cama pg 
: October, 1950 Four Months ended October, 1950 
Reason for Cessation Unemployment Sickness area a Sickness 
Persons; %  |Persons| % be 





Employment secured or resumed} 424 73.10| xe 134 





Incapacity terminated 16 CTS 1,536 
Failure to report (a) 83 14.34 65 

transfer to another benefit 
covered by the Act 25 Aes Ali) 
Statutory Age Limit (b) - - 16 
Permanent incapacity (c) 11 1.90 126 
Death - - 82 
Transfer to another district i pea 51 
Other 14 eral 55 

TOTAL : 580 |100.00] 5,080 3,626 [00.00] 20,994 1100.00 








(a) In most of these cases the beneficiary has resumed employment without advising 
the Department of Social Services. (b) Includes transfer to Age Pension. 
(c) Includes transfer to Invalid Pension. 





4. PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 28TH OCTOBER, 1950. 
(i) Proportion per 10,000 in employment : The proportion of persons on 
benefit at 20th October, 1950 to the estimated number of employees in employment 


was approximately 61 per 10,000 comprising 3 unemployment, 53 sickness and 5 
special cases per 10,000, 
The following table shows the proportion for males and females:-— 


APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 28TH OCTOBER, 1950, 
PER 10,000 WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS IN EMPLOYMENT: AUSTRALIA. 









Number on benefit per 10,000 in employment 
Total 






Sex Proportion 









Males 
Females 


Per 10,000 males 
Per 10,000 females 


Per 10,000 persons 









Persons 





(ii) State Totals : The following table shows the number of persons in 
each State in receipt of benefit at 28th October, 1950. 


VIII. NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 28TH OCTOBER, 1950 : STATES, 


Unemployment Special 
Peneles 












State 







oW. (a) 258 
Pacer 260 
Queensland 414 






o 
6 


S. Aust. (bd) 
W. Australia 
Tasmania 
Total 28th 
October, 1950 









a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
Includes Northern Territory. 


Gee ig) Ages Distribution of persons on benefit at 28th October, 1950, 
according to age Genoane is shown in the following table:- 


AGE OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 28TH OCTOBER, 1950 3: AUSTRALIA. 













Sickness Total 





Se one Special 





Age Group (as at 
31st Dec., 1950) 








Persons 





20 - 24 

Caras) tt 
30 - 34" 
35 - 39 tt 
40-44 " 
45-49 " 
50 = 54, tt 
Daa et Sem 





23 





5. UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT. 


(i) Claims Admitted, Discontinuances and Persons on Benefit : The 


following table shows, for the years 1946-47 to 1949-50 ai 


1d for the months 


October, 1949 to October, 1950, the number of claims admittea end discontinued 


and persons remaining on benefit in each State. 


CLAIMS ADMITTED 


Year 1946-47 12,704 116,187 135,922 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
Oct. 
Nov, 
Dec, 
Jan. 
Feb, 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. (c) 
Sept.(c) 
Oct. (c) ee 








—_ abt = —b 
1s CV -= AUTO HH A Af © 


1946-47 16 ,099 |}35 ,002 | 1,601 
1947-48 45571 | 14630 23 7285 | 319 
1948-49 PAPE | 303 | 8,980 114 
1949-50 127 ,448 937119 ,921 
Oct. 453 330 

Nove __ |. 157 247 
Dec. 1AT : 188 
Jan. 224 155 
Feb. 137 2 654 
March 168 514 
April 156 ; 820 
May 137 
June 82 
July 946 
Aug. (c) 434 
Sept. (c) 393 
Oct. (c) 239 


=. aaa Os 


MMO AW OO ALF APU AaAXhp -.W 


— 











eek hats Toot I) 
Ph PO 
i 

















Oct. (c) 


Includes Australian Capital Territory. 


Includes Northern Territory. 
Subject to revision. 
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Discharges and lay-offs are separations on the initiative of the 
employer the broad distinction being that a discharge is final and there is no 
likelihood of the person being re-engaged, at least in the near future. <A lay-off ° 
is a separation of a temporary nature with the idea that the job will be available 
again for the employee as soon as circumstances permit. Quits are separations ' 
which are made by initiative of the employee. 


XI. CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT: CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC., DURING OCTOBER, 1950, 





IND THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 1950 — AUSTRALIA. 
Se eer eee 
| Admissions during On Bone bia 


Four Months ended } 
October, 1950 28th Oct. 190 
ay? October, 1950 ; 


Se Se 


Cause of Unemployment 





Discharged or laid-off - 


















Disciplinary reasons ie 3 - 11 5 1 
Inefficiency, inol. medical unfitness 7 6 53 31 19) 
Retrenchment, reorganisation of staff Sou rily eake 280 114 S)5' 
Power rationing oe ~ | 8 3 10 
Shortage of materials os 2 - 71 32 1 
Strikes and lockouts a - - 1 - - : 
Weather conditions, floods, etc. oe 3 2 Ny t25 81 2 
Seasonal Work 3 15 1 58 2 ES 
Casual Work ae 14 2 234 38 13 
Other, including inadequately defined 23 10 124 Bal 25 
Quitted - 
Medical unfitness, work too heavy as 42 12 232 78 53 
Other, including inadequately defined (a) | 225 15. | 601 52 29 
Not previously employed - 
Employers, workers on own account ars 5 = 60 4 - P 
Ex-service personnel not yet returned 
to work ahs ~ - - - 1 
Other e 1 - au 6 6 
L} 
TOTAL 373 ; 60 25058 |} 494 767. 105 











eee a oe es 


(iii) Industrial Classification of - 
(a) Claims Admitted and Persons on Benefit : The following 
statement shows the distribution according to main industrial groups, of persons 
whose admission to benefit was notified during October, 1950, and the four months 


ended October, 1950, and of those on benefit at 28th October, 1950. 


XII. UNEMPLOYMENT : INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - CLAIMS ADMITTED, BTC. DURING OCTOBER, 1950; 


~~ AND THS FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 1950 - AUSTRALIA. 





es 





Admissions during Qn Benefit at 


Four Months ended} 28th Oct.,1950 
October, 1950 


M. | F 



































ie 








Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying .- 





Other Primary Production ve 
Coal Mining ae 
Other Mining and Quarrying 0 





Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, Engineering and Metal-working 
(including Shipbuilding) vie 
Vehicles, including Aircraft oe 
Textiles and Articles of Dress oe 
Food, Drink and Tobacco ee 
Furniture, Woodwork, etc. 





Other Factories, including Heat, Light 





and Power Ale 
Building and Construction ee 
Transport and Communication oe 
Commerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and Retzil Trade one 
Finance and Property a 
Public Administration and Professional 
Persongal.and Domestic Service Rte 
Other (a a 






noluges new Australians not previously employed in Australia. 





ites 
(bv) Males on Benefit : Distribution by States of Males in receipt of 


unemployment benefit at 26th October, 4950 in the main industrial groups is 
shown in the following table :- 


XIII. UNEMPLOYMENT : INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - MALES ON BENEFIT AT 28TH OCTOBER,1950. 








' 


STATES 
Industry in which last engaged \ a W.A. 
Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying 
Other Primary Production ane 
Coal Mining ave 
« Other Mining and Quarrying ays 


Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, Engineering and Metal- 
working (Including Shipbuilding) 
Vehicles, including Aircraft . 
Textiles and Articles of Dress . 
Food, Drink and Tobacco ee 
Furniture, Woodwork, etc. An) 
Other Factories, including Heat, 
Light and Power oe 
Building and Construction oc 
Transport and Communication te 
Commerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and Retail Trade ve 


a RWHWY 


S 
1 
a‘ 


Finance and Property ats 
Public Administration and 
Professional Pes 
Personal. and Domestic Service  ,. 


Other 











a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
b) Includes Northern Territory. ~ 


(av) Distribution of Beneficiaries, Metropolitan and Other : Admissions 
to unemployment benefit notified during the four months ended October, 1950 and 
the persons on benefit at 28th October, 1950 are dissected into "Metropolitan" 
and "Other" Districts (based on the usual place -of residence of the beneficiary) 
in the following table:- 5 





XIV. DISTRIBUTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN 
AND OTHER DISTRICTS 3 STATES. 


Claims admitted during the four| On Benefit at 28th October, 
months ended October, 1950 1950 





ele Wotropoli tan Other 

F. 
New South Wales (b) 85 24 1,679 | 230 65 15 55 
Victoria 14 6 alc 36 18 7 21 
Queensland 168 ma 526 ole 65 29 26 
South Australia (c) if 2 2 1 1 3 { 
Western Australia 125 22 105 28 51 1 13 
Tasmania 20 4. 19 3 7 2 2] 





TOTAL ¢ 416 126 2 4442 368 207 67 560 118 


(a) Metropolitan comprises the regions administered from Capital Cities. 
In N.S.W., Liverpool is included in "Other". In S.A., Port Adelaide, 
and in W.A., Fremantle and Midland Junction are included in "Metropolitan". 
re) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
Includes Northern Territory. 


6. SICKNESS BENEFIT. 


(a) Nature of Sickness : The following table shows the principal cause 
of sickness as stated on medical certificates of persons whose admission was 
notified during October, 1950, and the four months ended October, 1950, and of 
those on benefit at 28th October, 1950. 


XV. NATURE OF SICKNESS : CLAIMS ADMITTED, BTC. , DURING OCTOBER, 1950 : 
AND THE FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 1950 _- AUSTRALIA. ; 





(ii) 














Admissions during On Benefit at 
ay Rs a ee iFour Months ended| 28th October,1950 + 
Nature of Sickness = October, 1950 October, 1950 9 
ae M. a he ae F, : 
Infective and Parasitic Diseases 344 4100 1,604 260 
Cancer ae 26 4 98 24 
Other Tumours he 21 13 422 62 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition and 
Vitamin-Deficiency Diseases .. 216 70 870 255 
Diseases of - 
Blood and Blood-forming Organs Ze 14 14 43 4 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 397 144 14503 485 
Circulatory System ua 336 65 iT oae 219 
Respiratory System ats 425 103 2,229 293 
Digestive System Ae 8414 224 BeOed 483 ° 
Genito-Urinary System ae 155 107 686 319 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, etc. .. = 109 - 448 
Skin and Cellular Tissues ae 133 36 630 109 
Bones and Organs of Movement .. 102 27 437 109 
Other Diseases (Including I1l-defined 
conditions) ae oo AS) 341 76 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning - | 
Fractures wie AIT 56 1,936 177 
Other Injuries, etc. te 348 42 15512 138 
Surgical Amputations AG 16 2 63 2 
Other (including not stated) .. 30 16 93 8 
TOTAL By 920u| VetOd |. tT 5351] Og IA 1105934.) 39910 


Industrial Classification of Persons on Benefit : The distribution 


according to main industrial groups of persons on sickness benefit at 28th 


October, 1950 


» is shown in the following tables- 


XVI. SICKNESS INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 28TH OCTOBER, 1950 


AUSTRALIA 
Industry in which last engaged Males Persons 
Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying a 128 
Other Primary Production ie 168 
Coal Mining he 224 
Other Mining and Quarrying ace 154 
Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, Engineering and Metal-working 
(Including Shipbuilding) oe 1,846 
Vehicles, including Aircraft oie 586 
Textiles and Articles of Dress At OO? 
Food, Drink and Tobacco are 860 : 
Furniture , Woodwork, etc. A499 
Other Pectoriess including Heat, Light eae 
Power ae 15352 
Building and Construction ete 1,920 ’ 
Transport and Communication ae 1,068 
Commerce and Finance — 
Wholesale and Retail Trade oe 1,504 
Finance and Property ase mee 
Public A@ministration and Professional 955 
Personal and Domestic Service oe 1,342 
Other ee 34 





TOTAL : 3 5510 14,444 





Je 


(iii) Distribution of Beneficiaries, Metropolitan and Other : Sickness 
Benefit claims whose admission was notified during the four months ended 
October, 1950, and those current at 28th October, 1950, are dissected into 
"Metropolitan" and "Other" districts (based on the usual place of residence 
of the beneficiary), in the following table:- ; 


XVII. DISTRIBUTION OF SICKNESS BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN 
AND OTHER DISTRICTS s STATES. 


Claims admitted during the four On Benefit 
months ended October, 1950 28th October, 1950 


Metropolitan Other Metropolitan Other 


Se POV OLE Van ther 
Males Females| Males Females Males Females Males Females 


New South Wales (b)} 4,357 | 1,720 | 2,372 474. 2,519 
Victoria os 2,108 | 1,095. | 1,125 298 2,759 
Queensland .. 1,357 400 | 1,390 244 730 
South Australia (c)}| 1,433 374 279 40 662 
Western Australia 1,083 309 467 63 509 
Tasmania ane 444 13 336 Do 92 


TOTAL : 3,968 | 5,969 1,178 7,271 2,760 3,663 750 


See footnote (a) to Table XIV. 
Includes Australian Capital Territory, 
Cc Includes Northern Territory, 


7. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED. 


The total number of applicants for benefit whose claims were notified 
during the four months ended October, 1950 and of those whose claims were 
notified as rejected during the same period are shown in the table below: 


AVIII. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED - 


FOUR MONTHS ENDED OCTOBER, 1950 : STATES, 


Percent— 
;|Total Rejects | Total |Rejects Total IRejects| ase Re- 
mi Claims Claims jeots to 
| Total 


33 5309] 65343 


Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
Includes Northern Territory. 
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